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An Approach to Seascape Character Assessment, 11th October 2012, Natural England 

 

 

                          

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Ards Coast LCA extends from the bog covered foothills of Muckish, in a north east 

direction across rolling agricultural lands where it meets Sheephaven Bay as three 

peninsulas separated by large, long estuaries. Kill Mountain and the upland areas around 

Muckish are covered in upland bog and have a number of lakes where many rivers rise 

before flowing to sea through meandering valleys.  The N56 traverses this LCA near to 

the coast and forms part of the Wild Atlantic Way, Creeslough straddles this road in the 

south of this LCA as does Portnablagh in the north.  Whilst the area is predominantly 

agricultural, there is a strong tourism, amenity and recreational aspect focused on the 

beaches, coast, Ards Forest Park and fishing.  

Londonderry and Lough Swilly Railway ran for a period during the first half of the 20th 

century through this area and there were stops and stations at Creeslough and near 

Portnablagh where the line then turned around Muckish. There are remnants of the stone 

viaducts visible from along the N56 that follows the route of the old line through the 

south of this LCA. A small area within the south of this LCA is designated as Gaeltacht. 

   

 

Ards Coast 

LCA 23 
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Landscape Character type

 

Seascape Character Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Undulating landscape that falls from Muckish Mountain towards an indented estuarine 

coastline onto Sheephaven Bay.   

• The northern area has a Quartzite bedrock whilst the remainder has a schist geology.  

• The upland areas at Kill Mountain and east of Muckish are covered in blanket bog, 

whilst the remainder of the area is predominantly agricultural lands of varying sizes. 

• Extensive area of deciduous woodland at Ards Forest Park the middle of three 

peninsulas that extend into Sheephaven Bay. Contrasts with the other two 

promontories that are devoid of screening vegetation and have an open aspect. 

Map/list Seascape units 

Small parts of seascape 8 overlap this LCA, however the intervisibility between this LCA and the 

coast extends further inland towards Lough Salt Mountain and Stragaddy Mountain, informing 

views both of and from this area from land and sea.  

Key characteristics uses: Two prominent bog and heath headlands slope down and around 

the large and diverse Sheephaven Branched Bay which is framed by the Derryveagh mountains 

with predominantly agricultural, forestry, tourism, quarry and multiple maritime uses. 

 

Coastal edge: High sea cliffs to the north to low long winding sandy esturaries with salt 

marshes to the south. 

 

Visibility: There is high uninterputed visibility to the sea and surrounding area to the north 

with intermittent views of Sheephaven Bay in the south. 

 

Special features significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Doe Castle, Ards Forest Park, three blue flag beaches, viewing areas at Hornhead, extensive 

dune systems, New Lake, freshwater pearl catchment, Duntaly Wood, multiple archeological 

and heritage sites including the Crannog in Sessiagh Lough, cultural heritage of mills and 

workhouses, military and defensive history evident along the coastline as well as religous sites 
such as Ards Friary. 
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• Sporadic one off rural and holiday home development littered throughout the 

landscape. 

Settlements 

• Creeslough: Creeslough is a small village of traditional linear form straddling the 

N56 road, and which takes its name from 

Crees Lough, a small lake set within a 

small wooded area within the settlement 

envelope. This self sustaining village has a 

good range of local services and amenities, 

and has experienced recent consolidated 

growth in the form of housing 

developments behind the Main Street.  

Creeslough also functions as a local service 

centre to the immediate rural hinterland of 

good quality agricultural lands. 

• Portnablagh: Portnablagh is a built up  seaside area with no discernible centre 

comprising primarily of holiday homes developments and a mobile home park that 

extend along the local road network.  

 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments within this LCA.  

• Doe castle is an iconic landmark within Sheephaven Bay sited on a small peninsula 

that extends into the bay.  Dating from the 16th century, the castle was a stronghold 

of the Sweeney Clan, and transferred hands a number of times since then. The 

remains of a church and graveyard are nearby as well as an earlier court tomb. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 6 RPS structures. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies that Ards Forest Park is an interesting 

example of a Designed Parks and Gardens HLC-type that utilised the coastal bay and 

co-opted its open views to inform its own landscape design. Inland to the south is an 

area of ‘Fields of mixed origin’ and a small area of strip fields (Straight-sided… 

Generic HLC-type) whilst inland to the north is Semi-open Rough Ground  Generic 

HLC type.  These lower slopes of mountains are used for extensive poor grazing, and 

have been given over to sheep walks in more recent times, but may have been more 

mixed formerly. 

Access and Recreation  

• The main national Primary Road N56 dissects this LCA coming from Kilmacrennan in 

the south east and travelling northwest towards Creeslough, along a natural pass 

through the higher ground, and the R255 meets the R251 before threading in and 

out of the western boundary.  There is a network of county roads and laneways 

throughout the remainder of this area but providing very limited access. 

• The Wild Atlantic Way tourist route follows the route of the N56 through this area  

• Ards forest park is a large nationally owned park on a peninsula extending onto 

Sheephaven Bay.  The park has a number of beaches, signposted walks, 

archaeological and historical sites as well as a children’s play park, and is an 

important tourism, recreation and amenity area within and for the County.  

• Recreational and commercial fishing. 

• Local walking groups in the area, a waymarked walk follows the old railway line that 

linked Cresslough to Burtonport. 
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Biodiversity 

 

• Ecologically important landscape containing approximately 124.4 ha of SAC sites and 

approximately 128.9ha of pNHA sites.  

• Ards forest park is an exceptionally important area consisting of deciduous trees 

vegetation and rivers. The entire coastline at this location abuts Sheephaven SAC 

(001190), designated for a multitude of features of interest. 

• Many of the fields, laneways and county roads are lined with deciduous hedgerow 

and trees providing important biodiversity corridors. 

Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network. 

• Renewable energy development. 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal development.  

• Tourism, recreational and activity related. 

 


